
13.THE  WORLD 
BETWEEN  WARS 
1900-1950  : PART-1 

www.bestsocialteacher.com srijaya manem 1 

www.bestsocialteacher.com   

http://www.bestsocialteacher.com/


At the beginning of the 20th century  

the world had a population of 1.6 billion. www.bestsocialteacher.com srijaya manem 2 



Britain was the leading industrial 
power and also held vast colonial 

empires. 
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Colonies of Britain 
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WORLD 

WEST  REST 
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Eric Hobsbawm, a historian, called the 20th 

century ‘The Age of Extremes’.  
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Because....... 
 The rise of Fascist domination which fostered 

ideologies of unquestioned power and hatred for 
other people. 

 

Mussolini 
www.bestsocialteacher.com srijaya manem 7 



 Shoots of democratic aspirations grow  
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 Literacy levels grew. 
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Average life expectancy grew    
   immensely for all. 
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New forms of art like movies emerged.  
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 Scientific knowledge rose. 
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 Women got right to vote. 
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 More than a 100 nations walked to 
      independence and freedom. 
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 Great depression occurred  
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 Millions of people died in two world wars.  
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Hence the 20th century was a  

period of  

great expectations, experiments  

and 
dangerous developments.   
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Nazi party rally  
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WORLD 

WARS:OMINOUS 

FACTS 
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Beginning of 20th century 

Developed industrialised 
countries  Colonial countries  

Britain, USA, Germany, 
France, Italy, Japan 

Countries of Asia & 
Africa  

Fight for domination 
Struggled for 

independence www.bestsocialteacher.com srijaya manem 25 www.bestsocialteacher.com   
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The industrial countries were 

divided into 2 blocks 

Germany-
Austria-Hungary  

Britain-
France-Russia  
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These industrial countries vying for  
 

 World domination. 
 Control  over the 

colonies and markets.  
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This rivalry leads to 
two world wars. 
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First world war 

  
(1914-1918) 
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Defeated countries 
Germany and its allies  

Victorious countries 
Britain, France, America, Italy, Japan etc. 
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Second world war  
(1939-1945) 
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  AXIS POWERS    ALLIES 
       Germany             Britain               
         Japan                France 
         Italy                china  
                               USSR  
                               USA   
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RESULT 

Defeat of Germany and its 

allies. 

 

Ravage of all warring 
countries. 

www.bestsocialteacher.com srijaya manem 40 www.bestsocialteacher.com   

http://www.bestsocialteacher.com/


www.bestsocialteacher.com srijaya manem 41 www.bestsocialteacher.com   

http://www.bestsocialteacher.com/


Death and destruction  
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10 million died in World War I 
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This  included  about 
75,000 Indian  soldiers 
who  fought  in  Africa 

and  Europe  on  behalf of  
Britain.  
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Deaths in World War II 

 
Military people – 22-25 million 

 
Civilians – 40 – 52 million 
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Victims of the holocaust 

  

6 million jews  
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US attack on Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki in Japan with atom 

bombs which killed between 

150,000 to 246,000 people. 
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Little boy  Fat man  
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The after effects of these  

bombings, like leukaemia 

and cancer, lingered on  

decades. 
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Power blocks  

By the end of the 19th 

century European nations 

formed as two power blocks. 
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POWER BLOCKS – WORLD WAR 1 

TRIPLE  ALLIANCE 

( CENTRAL )  

 

AUSTIR-

HUNGARY 

GERMANY 

ITALY 

TRIPLE  

ENTENTE 

( ALLIES ) 

  

FRANCE 

BRITAIN 
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POWER BLOCKS – WORLD WAR  2 

ALLIES 

 

BRITAIN  

AMERICA 

RUSSIA 

CHINA 

CENTRAL POWER 

 ( AXIS ) 

  

GERMANY 

JAPAAN 

ITALY 
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Causes of the two World Wars 
compared 

 

The two World Wars 
separated by 21 years.  
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1. Axis powers lead by 

Germany. 

 

2. Allies led by Britain, US 

USSR. 
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IMMEDIATE PROVOCATION FOR WORLD 
WAR I 

 
The murder on 28th June 1914 of 

Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his 
wife of Austria by a Serbian fanatic.   
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Arch Duke Franz Ferdinand 

Sophia 
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Immediate provocation for second World War 

 

Hitler invaded Poland as 

punishment for refusing to 

handover the port of Danzig to 

Germany. 
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REASONS FOR WORLD WARS  
1. Aggressive nationalism 
2. Imperialism 
3. Secret alliances  
4. Militarism    
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Nationalism was the foundation 

 force behind the unification of  

Germany and Italy. This ideology 

 create pride in one self and 

 hatred against neighbours. 

1. Aggressive nationalism 
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 From 1923 Fascism in Italy, 

Nazism in Germany were 

the forms of aggressive 

nationalism.  
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2. Imperialism  
European countries competed 

for colonies for raw materials 

and markets. This competition 
is called as imperialism.   
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3.Secret alliances 

Bismarck, the German 

Chancellor defeated France 

in 1870. 

He decided to isolate it.  
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To achieve this, he entered 

into a secret alliance with 

Austria in 1879 and with 
Italy in 1882.   

www.bestsocialteacher.com srijaya manem 83 



www.bestsocialteacher.com srijaya manem 84 www.bestsocialteacher.com   

http://www.bestsocialteacher.com/


France also made alliance with 

Russia in 1891, with Britain in 

1904. Russia, France and Britain 
formed as Triple Entente in 1907.   
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These alliances created an 

atmosphere of fear and ‘Armed 

peace’ instead of peace in 
Europe.  
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ARMED PEACE  



4. Militarism 

It is the belief that military 

might is the best way to ensure 

security and war is a good way 
to solve problems. 
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From 1880 to 1914, the military 

expenditure of Germany, Russia, 

Austria, Italy, France and Britain 
increased by over 300%.   
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It means £ 132 

million to £ 397 
million.   
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The special context of 
the second world war.  
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1. Treaty of Versailles 
• World War I ended with 

the Conference of Peace 
at Versailles in 1919. 
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Versailles 

conference. 



The five big victorious powers of 

the time, viz. USA, UK, Japan, 

France, Italy participated in this 
conference.  
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• Socialist Russia and 

defeated countries like 

Germany, Austria, Turkey 

were not invited to the 
conference.  
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Hence, the future of the 

world did not have the wise  

counsel or deeply  
felt wishes of these powers. 
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• So Germans thought the 

Treaty of Versailles was a 

diktat imposed on them and 

they had no respect or 
responsibility for it.    
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• To weaken Germany the 

Treaty of Versailles imposed 

some territorial penalties 
and military cuts on it.     
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• Firstly, Germans were asked to 

return their colonies in Africa 

occupied in the 1880s and 

European areas like Alsace and 

Lorraine which they occupied 
from France in 1871.      
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Colonies of Germany in 
Africa  

Alsace, Lorraine  



• Secondly, Germany was 

asked to pull down its 

army strength to 100,000 
from 900,000.        
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• Not to have 
submarines.   
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• Its naval strength restricted 

to six battleships of less 
than 10,000 tonnes and a 

dozen torpedo boats.     
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Torpedo  boat  
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battleship  



2. The league of nations 

The Treaty of Versailles set up 

the League of Nations to prevent 
wars in the future.  
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League of Nations  
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Russia and Germany were  

not invited to become 

members of League of 
Nations. 
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USA could not become a member 

as the US Congress 

(parliament)refused the proposal 

of Woodrow Wilson even though 

he was very active in the 
formation of the league.  
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Woodrow Wilson 
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 Hence, the League had 

58 members in 1934. 
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It was hoped that it will help 

eliminate wars through ‘collective 

security’ and settle disputes 

between countries through 
arbitration or negotiation.  
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It also set up international 

agencies for conducting welfare 

activities and also an International 

Court of Justice for legal disputes 
between countries. 
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Even though much was expected of 

it, it failed to prevent second world 
war. 
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3.GERMAN CHALLENGE TO 

VENGEFUL DOMINATION   
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After the defeat of World 
War I Allies wanted to 
punish Germany for 

starting the war and also 
cripple it to rise again.  



  For the Germans, the 

provisions enforced on them by 

the Treaty of Versailles were 
slavish.  
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Germany 
  



Germans wanted to recover the 

territories lost by them in the 

Treaty of Versailles, restore 

German dominance over central 
Europe.    
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Germany reindustrialized 

under the Nazis and developed 

a massive army and armament 
industry. 
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The fear of socialism and the 

USSR 
 

After the disastrous results of 

World War I the workers turned 

to ideologies of Socialism and 
Communism.  
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Communist state was 

established in Russia as a result 
of a revolution in 1917. 
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The western capitalistic 

countries like Britain were 

afraid of a similar revolutions 
in other countries of Europe.  
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Initially they encouraged 

Hitler and Nazis to act as 

buffer against Soviet 
Socialism. 
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Hitler  



Consequences  

of  

the  
World Wars. 
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Enoromous human 
loss 

There was widespread deaths 

and injuries. The men who 

died in the war were under 40 
years of age.  
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The two wars established a 

regime of lethal arms race, 

particularly of nuclear and 
chemical weapons. 

www.bestsocialteacher.com srijaya manem 138 



The world is still living under the 

threat of total destruction of all 

life through even accidental use of 
such weapons. 
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Democratic principles asserted  
 

The two wars brought home the 

dangers of having undemocratic 

governments and the importance of 
democracy. 
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Several empires were 

ended with First World 
War. 
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The Austro Hungarian 
Empire 
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The Russian Empire  
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The Ottoman Empire  
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The German Empire  
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Socialist revolution 
occurred in Russia.  
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• Germany became a 
Weimar Republic.  
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Flag of Weimar Republic  
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Turkey formed as a 

democratic and secular 
state.   
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Change in balance of power 
 

  All the empires came to end after 

World War I. 

The colonial countries became 
independent nations after World War II. 
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New international 

organisations 
  

To resolve the disputes 
peacefully..  
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League of Nations was 

formed after World War I 

and United Nations 

Organisation after World 
War II.  
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League of Nations, Geneva  
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UNO, New York 
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Principles of UNO 
1. Preserve peace 

2. Uphold human rights 

3. Respect International law 
4. Promote social progress    
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Organs of UNO 
• UNICEF  
• UNESCO   
• WHO   
• ILO       
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The UNO despite being 

accused of becoming a tool of 

the great powers like USA and 

USSR it prevented wars like 
World War II.     
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Enfranchisement of women  

After a long struggle 

British women got right to 

vote in 1918. 
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Reasons  

 With the men away with the 

battle fields, industrial 

production and other services 

were carried away by women.  
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 They had to work in 

Factories, shops, offices, 

voluntary services, 
hospitals and schools.  
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 Being with the confidence of 

being bread winners, women 

began raising their voice for 
equality and got right to vote.   
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THANK YOU 
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