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Understanding the Richter Scale:
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What is Richer scale-how it measures?

The Richter scale measures the maximum amplitude of seismic waves as they reach
seismographs. This scale is expressed with a logarithmic scale. Thus, an earthquake measuring 7.0 on
the Richter scale would be 10 times larger than an earthquake that measures 6.0.

The Richter scale is a base-10 logarithmic scale, meaning that each order of magnitude
is 10 times more intensive than the last one. In other words, a two is 10 times more intense than a one
and a three is 100 times greater. In the case of the Richter scale, the increase is in wave amplitude.
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